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The Honorable Antony Blinken 
U.S. Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Blinken, 

Haiti is under siege, still reeling from the assassination of former President Jovenel Moïse and the other ongoing 
crises of politically-motivated gang violence and hunger caused by Moïse and his party—and made worse by unjust 
foreign intervention. As the U.S. responds to this crisis, we ask that you please shape the U.S. approach to Haiti 
around the right of the Haitian people to decide their own political future. 

As Jews and global citizens, we understand deeply the need for U.S. leadership to promote human rights 
worldwide—and the tragic cost of inaction. We ask the U.S. government to acknowledge that it is the right 
of the Haitian people, not the U.S. or any other international actor, to decide the way forward for their own 
political future.  

We urge the Biden administration, the U.S. State Department and the U.S. Congress to: 

•	 Respect the right of the Haitian people to shape their own path forward out of this crisis.   

•	 Listen to Haitian civil society leaders’ perspectives on the best ways to repair their democracy, including 
supporting a civil society brokered transitional government tasked with restoring both stability and Haiti’s 
democratic institutions.  

•	 Not call for elections this year. Instead, the U.S. must support the conditions for free, fair, participatory 
and credible elections in a timeframe aligned with what Haitians feel is possible—not one imposed on 
them by the U.S. or other countries.  

•	 Oppose all foreign military intervention, which has not helped Haiti in the past.  

AJWS’s partners in Haiti—many of whom have been working for decades to build a democratic society where 
Haitians can live with health, safety and dignity—know what it will take to make their vision a reality. They are 
actively working to establish a transitional government that can repair the broken electoral institutions, support 
the police in restoring law and order, strengthen the Haitian judiciary and create the conditions for free and fair 
elections to take place in the future.    

August 11, 2021
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Jiffar Abakoyas
New York, New York

Sophia Abramovitz-Norton
San Rafael, California

Cantor Jill Abramson

Will Agee
El Cajon, California

Bernardo Alayza Mujica
Sioux City, Iowa

Diana E. Alonzo Watkins
Washington, District of Columbia

Dorothy Anderson
Massachusetts

Jennifer Antebi

Rachel Arenstein
Washington, District of Columbia

Susan Babbitt
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Jean Bails
Saint Clair Shores, Michigan

Jeffrey Bains
The Villages, Florida

Susan Balaban
Wilmette, Illinois

Disa Balderama
Downey, California

Wanda Ballentine
San Rafael, California

Donna Barrows
Chicago, Illinois

Rachel Barton
San Francisco, California

Rabbi Eliot Baskin
Greenwood Village, Colorado

Evelyn Bauer
Doylestown, Pennsylvania

Ms. Sarah Bauman
Bellingham, Washington

Meryl Becker

Yvonne Benn
New York, New York

Julia Bennett
New York, New York

Dr. Marion Bergman
New York, New York

Rabbi Marc Berkson
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Rachel Bernstein
Sunnyvale, California

Scott Bishop
Olympia, Washington

Cori Bishop
Egg Harbor City, New Jersey

Margo Bloom
Maplewood, New Jersey

Gail Blumberg
Santa Cruz, California

Mollyann Blumenthal
Sharon, Massachusetts

Antoinette Bonsignore
Kirkland, Washington

Dr. Evelyn Botkin
Dedham, Massachusetts

Alice Bowron
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Bill Brady
West Chicago, Illinois

Dr. Esther Brass-Chorin
Berkeley, California

Carolyn Brenner
Havertown, Pennsylvania

At this moment, the U.S. must not stand in the way of Haitians doing the tireless work to rebuild and repair their 
democracy. We urge your administration to change course and support Haitians as they develop a Haitian-led 
solution to the crisis.  

Jewish tradition demands action, and we are grateful to you for putting your own values into action as you lead 
our country to build a better world. 

Thank you for your ongoing leadership. 

Sincerely,

The undersigned 389 American Jews 
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Lisbeth Britz
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Rabbi Deborah Bronstein
Boulder, Colorado

Dorothy Lynn Brooks
Arlington, Texas

Marie Broudy
Eastham, Massachusetts

Harriet Brown
Winter Springs, Florida

Leslie Danielle Brown
Salt Lake City, Utah

Joel Brownstein
Kennebunkport, Maine

Ben Brucker
Capistrano Beach, California

Ms. June Brumer
Oakland, California

Kenneth Burke
Santa Ana, California

Amy Bush
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Leslie Calambro
Henrico, Virginia

Benita Campbell
Burgettstown, Pennsylvania

Kathryn Carlson

Catherine Caron
Seattle, Washington

Mary Cato
Arlington, Texas

Mikki Chalker
Binghamton, New York

Willow Chang
Honolulu, Hawaii

Stacie Charlebois
Sebastopol, California

Madelyn Childress
Champaign, Illinois

Yvonne Christison
Stevens Point, Wisconsin

Frederick Cliver
Long Beach, California

Jarrett Cloud
Morris Plains, New Jersey

Rajal Cohen
Moscow, Idaho

Steven Collado
South Richmond Hill, New York

Karina Copen
Santa Rosa, California

Georgia Couch
Greenville, Texas

Elisa Covarrubias
Atlanta, Georgia

Sylvia Curtis
Greensboro, North Carolina

Chris Dance
Mablethorpe, Oklahoma

Rabbi Faith Joy Dantowitz
Cupertino, California

Stephanie Davis
California

Candace Davis
Carbondale, Illinois

Susan Dax
Fairfax, Virginia

Dr. Patricia Deluca
Nokomis, Florida

Sophie Deshpande
Hamden, Connecticut

Karla Devine
Manhattan Beach, California

Robert Dillingham
Florida

Sallie Donkin
Essex, Connecticut

Dianne Doochin
Nashville, Tennessee

John Douglas
California

Amy Draizen
Oakland, California

Joel Drembus
Reston, Virginia

Maryann Dresner
Southfield, Michigan

Kimberly Duenas
Laguna Woods, California

Betty Ann Duggan
Princeton, New Jersey

Susan Earle
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Harryet Ehrlich
Fort Myers beach, Florida
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Dr. Paul Eisenberg
Bloomington, Indiana

David Elman
Woodside, New York

Victor Escobar
Midlothian, Virginia

Caryn Espo
Los Angeles, California

Dan Esposito
Manhattan Beach, California

Marylynn Ewing
Illinois

Hildy Feen
Madison, Wisconsin

Patricia Finley
Hurlock, Maryland

Jonas Firmin
Westwood, Massachusetts

Richard Fish
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dana Fish
Naperville, Illinois

Mr. Stuart Fishelman
Hanover, Pennsylvania

Marianne Flanagan
Des Plaines, Illinois

Nancy Fleischer
Honolulu, Hawaii

Nancy Fomenko
San Jose, California

Jennifer Fowler
New Rochelle, New York

Ms. Rosalie Fox
Dorset, Vermont

Alexis Frankel
Astoria, New York

Donna Frankel

Joani Frankel

Beth Jane Freeman
Wantagh, New York

Eric Friedman
Washington, District of Columbia

Martin Fromer
Portland, Oregon

Ester Fuchs

Rowena Gaar

Maya Geist
Brooklyn, New York

Derek Gendvil
Las Vegas, Nevada

Larry Gerber
Wilmette, Illinois

Brian Gibbons
Fairview Park, Ohio

Mark Giese
Mount Pleasant, Wisconsin

Rita Giles
Los Altos Hills, California

Miriam Gitterman
Doylestown, Pennsylvania

Debra Gleason
Chicago, Illinois

Rusty Glicksman
Arlington, Massachusetts

Geraldine Goldberg
New York, New York

Helen Goldenberg
Tamarac, Florida

Alvin Goldman
Silverthorne, Colorado

Sandra Goldsmith
Ashland, Massachusetts

Julie Goldstein
Boulder, Colorado

William Gonzalez
Suffern, New York

Elizabeth Gonzalez
Austin, Texas

Rabbi Samuel Gordon
Wilmette, Illinois

Taylor Gottbetter
Los Angeles, California

Marcus Gottlieb
Deerfield, Illinois

Bert Greenberg
San Jose, California

Joanne Groshardt
Richardson, Texas

Amy Grossblatt Pessah
Boca Raton, Florida

Dr. Nancy Grossman
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Rabbi Debra Hachen
Walnut Creek, California
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Cecil Hammond
Shelbyville, Indiana

David Handelman
New York, New York

Cheryl Harrison
Seattle, Washington

Mr. Vaughn Harrison
El Granada, California

Jordan Hashemi-Briskin
Palo Alto, California

Deborah Hawley
Fort Collins, Colorado

Melanie Henry
Fall City, Washington

Birgit Hermann
San Francisco, California

Kate Hermann-Wu
Waltham, Massachusetts

Nathan Hetrick
Lakewood, Ohio

Carolyn Hoffman
White Plains, New York

Randolph Hogan
Falls Village, Connecticut

Laura Horowitz
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Muriel Horowitz
Poughkeepsie, New York

Toby Horowitz

Leslie Horwitz
Glenview, Illinois

Glenn Hufnagel
Buffalo, New York

Jeffrey Hurwitz
San Francisco, California

Bibi Hussein
Largo, Florida

Kathleen Hynes
San Francisco, California

Dr. Alan Ickowitz
Clearwater, Florida

William Imhof
Wilmington, Delaware

Nicole Izsak
New York

Sasha Jackson
Detroit, Michigan

Martha Jaegers
St. Louis, Missouri

Barbara Jaffe

Dr. Robert Janusko
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

Jonathan Jauregui

Alice Jena
Richmond Hill, New York

Nora Joel

Stefanie Johnson
Bridgewater, New Jersey

Roslyn Jones
North Palm Springs, California

Lois Jordan
Tucson, Arizona

Lauren Kafka
Portland, Oregon

Oscar Kafka

Helene Kafka

Moe Kafka
Provincetown, Massachusetts

Marilyn Kaggen
Brooklyn, New York

Meredith Kates
Hillsdale, New Jersey

Paula Katz
San Francisco, California

Christine King
Southampton, Massachusetts

James Klein
Corpus Christi, Texas

Joann Koch
Lebanon, Connecticut

Marilyn Koff
North Las Vegas, Nevada

Lauren Kofsky
Minnetonka, Minnesota

Noam Kogen
New York, New York

Laurel Kornfeld
Highland Park, New Jersey

Marvin Krakow

Steven Kranowski
Blacksburg, Virginia

Susan Krieger
Stamford, Connecticut
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Dina Kritz
New York, New York

Jon Krueger
Jackson, Michigan

Tamara Kustka
Burien, Washington

Rabbi Enid Lader
Cleveland, Ohio

Steven Lamers
San Bernardino, California

Dmitry Landa
Woodhaven, New York

Doug Landau
St Petersburg, Florida

Lynn Lang
Saint Cloud, Minnesota

Jennifer Lavelle
Tarrytown, New York

Fred Lavy
Harrisonburg, Virginia

Patricia Law
San Diego, California

Steven Lefkow
Stony Point, New York

Elizabeth Leih
West Orange, New Jersey

Robert Leppo
Pismo Beach, California

Rabbi Darah Lerner
Bangor, Maine

Lynn LeRose
Aptos, California

Alison Levine

Jeff Lewin
Wallingford, Pennsylvania

Eileen Lewis
Los Angeles, California

Irving Lewis
Linwood, New Jersey

Daniel Lichtin
Highlands Ranch, Colorado

Marilyn Lilly
Crandall, Texas

Eunice Lim
Santa Monica, California

John Limbach
Madison, Wisconsin

Jayne Lipman
Mamaroneck, New York

Rachel Lipton
San Leandro, California

Dr. Carol London
Lansdale, Pennsylvania

Joan Lubin
New Haven, Connecticut

Akiba Lubow
Springfield, New Jersey

Evan Luskin
Overland Park, Kansas

Lori Lutz
Bloomfield, Michigan

Denise Lytle
Woodbridge, New Jersey

Margo MacVicar-Whelan
Seattle, Washington

Race Margery
Austin, Texas

Laurence Margolis
Mitka, Minnesota

Elise Margulis
Livingston, New Jersey

Ellen Marks
Silver Spring, Maryland

Rabbi Sharon Mars
Columbus, Ohio

Drew Martin
Lake Worth, Florida

Melody Martin
Norcross, Georgia

Marilyn Maurer
Wynnewood, Pennsylvania

Kimberly McLaughlin
Maryland Heights, Missouri

Myron Meisel
Los Angeles, California

Marianna Mejia Contact
Soquel, California

Mari Mennel-Bell
Lauderdale by the Sea, Florida

Jean-Lionel Mésidor

Colonel Ron Meyer
North Port, Florida

Ella Meyerson
Minneapolis, Minnesota
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Kenneth Miller
Topanga, California

Dr. Minda Miller
Columbia, South Carolina

Daniel Millstone
Brooklyn, New York

Dr. Karen Milstein
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Jill Minneman
Washington, District of Columbia

Beverly Mitchell
Boise, Idaho

Henry Mobley
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Nazir Mohamed
Prairieville, Louisiana

Carol Mohr
Alexandria, Virginia

Merle Molofsky
Sleepy Hollow, New York

Diane Moore

Dr. Liora Moriel
Silver Spring, Maryland

Jorge Morros
Hollywood, Florida

Dr. Lioba Multer
Depoe Bay, Oregon

Douglas Murrie

Alexandra Napoleon
Morrisville, Pennsylvania

Samantha Nathan
Wynnewood, Pennsylvania

Trina Novak
Needham, Massachusetts

Russell Novkov
Madison, Wisconsin

Fern Nudel
Forest Hills, New York

Robert Oberdorf
Tamarac, Florida

Mary O'Donnell
New Castle, Delaware

Rabbi Suzanne Offit
West Newton, Massachusetts

Elizabeth Olson
Chelmsford, Massachusetts

Robert Osborne
Show Low, Arizona

Julia Pais
Southfield, Michigan

Lowell Palm
Washington Court House, Ohio

Sharon Paltin
Laytonville, California

Sagar Patel
Westborough, Massachusetts

Donna Pedroza
Alameda, California

Ginger Pepper
San Francisco, California

Bethanie Petitpas
Tewksbury, Massachusetts

Richard Phelps
Jacksonville, Alabama

Marvis J. Phillips
San Francisco, California

Dr. Jonathan Pincus
Milton, Massachusetts

Hannah Pino
Branson, Missouri

Ms. Frances Posel
Bellingham, Washington

Amy Posmantur
APO, Armed Forces Europe

Ruth Potts
Edgewater, Maryland

Judi Poulson
Fairmont, Minnesota

Sher Pullen
Columbus, Ohio

Joan Randall
South Charleston, West Virginia

Kay Randall
Moorhead, Minnesota

Jo Reasons
Port Orchard, Washington

Jeffrey Reichman
Loveland, Ohio

Robert Reitman
Teaneck, New Jersey

Stewart Remer
Rockville, Maryland

Dr. William Resnick
Los Angeles, California

Michele Reynolds
Oak Park, Michigan
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Dr. Jay Rice
Novato, California

Chey Richmond
Pensacola, Florida

Katherine Roberts
San Francisco, California

Peter Roche
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Howard Rosenblatt
Gainesville, Florida

David Rosmer
Norfolk, Virginia

Bruce Ross
Katy, Texas

Audrey Rothstein
Potomac, Maryland

Ms. Deborah Rozanski
Pembroke Pines, Florida

Sharon Rozines
Framingham, Massachusetts

Rina Rubenstein
Los Angeles, California

Rabbi Rachel Rubenstein
Eugene, Oregon

Richard Sager
San Diego, California

Michael Sarabia
Stockton, California

Al Sargis

Randi Saslow
Hamden, Connecticut

Sylvia Schachter
Pearland, Texas

Laura Scheuer
New York, New York

Wendy Schoener

Steve Schueth
Chicago, Illinois

Maureen Schulze
Atco, New Jersey

Elizabeth Schwartz
Portland, Oregon

Andrea Schwartz
New York, New York

Rabbi Sid Schwartz
Bethesda, Maryland

Dena Schwimmer
Los Angeles, California

Jean Schwinberg
Seattle, Washington

Joshua Seff
Mckinney, Texas

Carole Anne Seidelman
New York, New York

Doug Seidman
New York, New York

Rosemary Seifert-Graf
Cummington, Massachusetts

Fran Seldin
Laurel, Maryland

Jeffrey Shandler
New York, New York

Clara Shapiro
Ridgefield, Connecticut

Karen Sherman
Saint Petersburg, Florida

Brenda Shorkend
Pasadena, California

Lois Shubert
Camarillo, California

Sara Shutkin
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Gabriella Sidhu
El Centro, California

Dr. Anita Siegman
Los Angeles, California

Marc Silverman

Joan Silverman
Ewing, New Jersey

Judy Silverman

Goldie Silverman
Seattle, Washington

Rick Simkin
Chicago, Illinois

Sara Simon
Houston, Texas

Rabbi Suzanne Singer
Riverside, California

George Sloan

Sheila Smith
East Providence, Rhode Island

Edith Smith
Anaheim, California
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Estelle Solomon
El Cerrito, California

Beverly Solomon
Voorhees, New Jersey

Rabbi Barry Solomon
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Pam Sommers

Howard Sorkin
Cooper City, Florida

Pamela Speagle
Louisville, Kentucky

Andrea Speed
Tacoma, Washington

Edwyna Spiegel
Mount Vernon, Washington

Sabena Stark
Eugene, Oregon

Evelyn Staus
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Alice Stehle
Butler, Pennsylvania

Rabbi Gershon Steinberg-Caudill
Las Cruces, New Mexico

Reguel Steinbock

Neal Steiner
Los Angeles, California

Richard Stern
New York, New York

Elaine Stratman

Toni Stuart

P. Sturm
Reno, Nevada

Sirina Sucklal
Savage, Maryland

Dorit Suffness
Dallas, Texas

Paula Summers
Fair Oaks, California

Lillian Swindell
Charlotte, North Carolina

Jorge Tamargo
Miami, Florida

Joanne Tenney
Escondido, California

Pam Thomas-Hill
San Bernardino, California

Owen Thompson-Lastad
Berkeley, California

Don Thurstin Timmerman
Park Falls, Wisconsin

Jean Toles
Portland, Oregon

Kenneth Traub
Rochester, New York

Timothy Troendle
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Miriam Tuchman

Dr. Judith Vanderryn
Denver, Colorado

Kevin Vaught
Antioch, Tennessee

Ordell Vee
Madelia, Minnesota

Elizabeth Versten

Michele Villeneuve
Kingsport, Tennessee

Sylvia Vogelman
New York, New York

Roberta Wagner

Lydia Walker-Copeland
Griffin, Georgia

Mark Waltzer
Cherry Hill, New Jersey

Lauren Wantz
Miamisburg, Ohio

Terrence Ward
Midlothian, Illinois

Harold Watson
Springfield, Missouri

Elizabeth Watts
Boynton Beach, Florida

Rabbi Pamela Wax

Katherine Weathers
Huntsville, Alabama

Rabbi Elyse Wechterman

Hannah Weilbacher
Astoria, New York

Edmund Weisberg
Baltimore, Maryland

Elizabeth Weisberg
Pacifica, California
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Rabbi Sarah Weissman
Redwood City, California

William Welkowitz
Arlington, Virginia

Jimmye Whitfield
Fayetteville, Arkansas

Richard Willemain
Louisville, Kentucky

Paul Williams
Toms River, New Jersey

Mr. Stuart Witt
Brooklyn, New York

Catherine Wolf
Middle Village, New York

Susan Zeiger
Florence, Massachusetts

Naomi Zikmund-Fisher
Ypsilanti, Michigan


