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Esteemed Members of Congress:

As over 300 Jewish clergy leaders from 38 states and the District of Columbia representing all major
Jewish denominations, we write today to mark a reproductive health milestone, and to urge you to
create the next one. Five years ago, the Supreme Court decided Whole Woman's Health v. Hellerstedt,
further cementing the right to access abortion and declaring medically unnecessary barriers to care
unconstitutional. Today, we encourage you to support legislation that will ensure that all people—
regardless of race, income, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or geography—are able to
access abortion services.

For more than four decades, the United States has prevented women, girls, and LGBTQI+ people—
particularly those who are Black and Brown—from receiving the health care services that they want and
need. And over the last four years, we have witnessed increasing attacks on abortion access, both at
home and abroad. However, as President Biden laid out in his Memorandum on Protecting Women's
Health at Home and Abroad, it is the policy of the United States to support sexual and reproductive
health and rights in the United States and worldwide. It is now time for Members of Congress to stand
up for abortion access by repealing the Hyde and Helms Amendments to secure these human rights for

all people.

Reproductive freedom is a Jewish value. Our tradition not only permits the termination of pregnancy,
but even requires it when the life of the pregnant person is at stake. Pikuach nefesh—saving lives— and
kavod habriyot—upholding human dignity—are key principles in our tradition, and we are called to
make our society safer and more just for all.

As we celebrate the anniversary of Whole Woman's Health, we recognize that the legal right to
abortion means nothing without on-the-ground access to care, and that abortion must be affordable
and available to anyone who seeks it. However, the Hyde Amendment and related coverage bans have
pushed care out of reach due to cost for over forty years, disproportionately harming those struggling to
make ends meet; Black, Indigenous, and people of color; immigrants; young people; and LGBTQI+
people. The Equal Access to Abortion Coverage in Health Insurance (EACH) Act (H.R. 2234) would lift
this ban, mandating coverage of all pregnancy-related care, including abortion, in federal health plans
and programs while prohibiting political interference with the decisions of private health insurance
companies to offer abortion coverage.

Much like the Hyde Amendment, the Helms Amendment prevents U.S. foreign assistance funds from
being used to support abortion services overseas. It reduces the availability of safe, legal abortion; denies
health-care providers life-saving equipment and training; and censors critical health information, putting



the lives of women, girls, and LGBTQI+ people at risk around the globe. The Abortion is Health Care
Everywhere Act (AHCEA, H.R. 1670) would permanently repeal the Helms Amendment, ensuring that
U.S. foreign assistance promotes comprehensive access to all sexual and reproductive health care
services, including abortion.

The Hyde and Helms Amendments are immoral and unjust. As Jewish religious leaders, we ask that you
do all that you can to support and advance legislation that would permanently repeal harmful policies
that prevent people from accessing abortion services that they want and need domestically and globally.
We call on you to cosponsor the EACH Act (H.R. 2234) and the Abortion is Health Care
Everywhere Act (H.R. 1670) and to push for passage of these bills . No one—regardless of who they
are, whom they love, or where they live—should be denied access to health care.

As Jews, we have a religious obligation to fight for justice. We hope that you, whether you are
motivated by your heritage, beliefs or background, see the moral imperative to fight for reproductive
rights and justice.

Please help make EACH and AHCEA the next major milestones in reproductive freedom.

Sincerely,
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Rabbi Beth Kalisch

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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