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STORIES OF CHANGE BY THE AKSHARA TEAM
PRODUCED IN 2018

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
AKSHARA CENTRE

DHURU BUILDING, 2ND FLOOR
GOKHALE ROAD, DADAR WEST
MUMBAI 400028, INDIA

T (022) 2431 6082

E AKSHARA FREA@GMAIL.COM

WWW.AKSHARACENTRE.ORG

©AKSHARA

PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE USE OF THIS MATERIAL WITH A
LETTER OR PHONE CALL TO (022) 2432 8699

SUGGESTED CONTRIBUTION 3200

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY.
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I WISH T COULD BECOME LIKE MISS MANGALA. !
SHE IS SO CONFIDENT AND TEACHES SO WELL.

I'LL BECOME A TEACHER LIKE HER ONE DAY!

I REALLY WANT TO I'D LOVE TO PURSUE OOH, T KNOW WHAT!

: . BE AN ENGINEER! PHOTOGRAPHY... A FILMMAKER/
I WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE [IERNRNE SRS | \_
WHEN YOU GROW OLDER? [y ] i | ' 5 | | 1

I'M GOING TO
BE A PAINTER/

‘ DO YOU REALLY WANT TO
i BE A TEACHER, ROSHAN?




ACTUALLY, I'D
REALLY LOVE TO

THESE ARE OUR DREAMS.
BE A SINGER, HAHA

DO YOU THINK THEY
CAN COME TRUE?

I'M REALLY
NOT SURE.

HOW MANY ROTIS DO YOU MAKE
IN A DAY AAI? CAN I HELP TOO?

NA, YOU HAVE YOUR LUNCH AND = &
TAKE SOME REST. YOU NEED TO




» R - - rONE DAY AAIl, ONE DAY T
EVERYDAY, IT WAS T{-ﬂ:' SAME STORY, W/LL HELP YOU AND
* | ROSHAN WOULD WANT TO HELP OUT THEN YOU CAN TAKE
BUT HER MOTHER WOULD ASK HER TQ SOME TIME OFF TO REST!
CONCENTRATE ON HER S_TUD."ES.

L e - ]

IT WAS ALMOST AS IF SHE DID.NOT
WANT ROSHAN TO GET INVOLVED.

]
5 YEARS LATER...
=
AS A TEENAGER, ROSHAN'S LIFE IS |
A LOT DIFFERENT FROM HER B
CHILDHOOD. SHE IS COMPLETING THE
LAST YEAR OF SCHOOL, HELPING IN
THE HOUSE AND STUDYING HARD.
SHE IS NOT SO SHY ANYMORE AND
INTERACTS WITH FRIENDS, SHE HAS
FORGOTTEN HER DREAM OF BEING A
TEACHER AND IS STRUGGLING TO
COMPLETE HER EDUCATION,

Y b iy

T DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO! . THAT'S UNFAIR/ TELL & — 7 SErETe -
THEY WANT ME TO DROP OUT OF THEM THAT YOU ARE " A MAJORITY OF GIRLS IN INDIA, LIKE ROSHAN
SCHOOL AFTER GRADUATION, DOING REALLY WELL ¢ - AND HER FRIEND. TEND TO DROP OUT AFTER
AND THEN EITHER GET A JOB 7 IN SCHOOL! 3 THE 8TH OR AT THE MOS;': 1OTH GRADE.

OR GET MARRIED/

IN THE LAST FEW YEARS, EDUCATION HAS'
BECOME ACCESSIBLE TO MORE PEOPLE AND
THE ENROLMENT RATE AT PRIMARY, SECONDARY . -

|\ “EDUCATION LEVELS HAVE GONE UP

BUT THE DROPOUT RATES IN THE COUNTRY ARE

STILL HIGH. ACCORDING TO A REPORT BY THE

" UNESCO INSTITUTE FOR STATISTICS AND
GLOBAL EDUCATION MONITORING IN 2016, 47

MILLION GIRLS AND BOYS IN INDIA DROP
OUT OF SCHOOL AFTER 10TH GRADE.




br‘ e g m i \---qu‘ — e . e

ouT @F THE 12 MILLJ'ON YOUNG WOMEN WHO ARE STUDYING AT THE UNDERGRADUATE LEVEL,
ONL* ABOUT 600,000 PURSUE PROFESSIONAL COURSES. SOME OF THE PR!MARYREASONS

i {

RO.S‘HAN’S FAMILY cé:um NOT 4FFORD

”“"‘”mm & ) COLLEGE. g & e

AKSHARA GAVE HER A SCHOLARSRIP AND
_ ORGANISED WORKSHOPS ON LIVELIHOOD

. AND LIFE SKILLS LIKE CONFIDENCE -~

DEVELOPMENT, WOMEN'S RIGHTS
AND GENDER AWARENESS. THE -
" WORKSHOP ON s‘/-:rrwc; ‘GOALS
MOTIVATED HER TO BECOME MORE
* OUTSPOKEN AND UNDERS TAND' THEM

DOMESTICITY AND PRESSURE OF MARRYING EARLY
WOMEN IN INDIA ARE OFTEN EXPECTED TO TAKE CARE OF THE
HOUSEHOLD CHORES. ONCE THEY HAVE ATTAINED MINIMUM
EDUCATION, THEY'RE ENCOURAGED TO MARRY EARLY.

INFRASTRUCTURAL ISSUES

MOST SCHOOLS IN INDIA LACK THE PROPER INFRASTRUCTURE.
MENSTRUATING GIRLS TEND TO DROP OUT OF SCHOOL DUE TO
THE LACK OF PROPER TOILETS.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION

AS PER THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION LAW, SCHOOLS ARE TO
MAINTAIN A SET STUDENT AND TEACHER RATIO--THE NEGLIGENCE
TO FOLLOW THIS THROUGH ALSO BECOMES A DETERMINING
FACTOR FOR MANY STUDENTS TO DROP OUT OF SCHOOL.

CONCERN FOR SAFETY

GUARDIANS OF A GIRL OFTEN REFRAIN FROM SENDING HER OUT
OF THE HOUSE ALONE. IN CASES WHERE A GIRL EXPERIENCES
EVE TEASING, SHE OFTEN HESITATES SHARING SUCH INCIDENTS
WITH THE FAMILY MEMBERS FOR THE FEAR THAT THEY MAY STOP
HER FROM GOING TO SCHOOL ALTOGETHER.

EDUCATION MEANS INDEPENDENCE

EDUCATION PROMOTES INDEPENDENT THINKING AND MANY
HOUSEHOLDS IN INDIA TEND TO DISAPPROVE SUCH
INDEPENDENCE AMONGST WOMEN.
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I WANTED TO BE
A TEACHER.

REMEMBER WHEN YOU WERE YOUNG
YOU HAD A DREAM FOR YOURSELF?
YOU WANTED TO BE SOMEONE.

Ty

I WANTED TO BE
A SINGER.

I'D DREAMS OF
BEING AN ENGINEER.

SO WHAT HAPPENED TO YOUR
| DREAMS? WHY ARE THEY NOT
IMPORTANT ANY LONGER?

-

I WANTED TO BE A
PHOTOGRAPHER!

" ®
AS GIRLS WE TEND TO IGNORE
OUR DREAMS. THIS WORKSHOP
IS ABOUT BRINGING THEM BACK
INTO YOUR LIVES.
LET'S WORK ON A PLAN! *




I WANTED TO BE A TEACHER BUT I'VE CHANGED MY MIND.
LOOK AT MY PLAN. THIS IS HOW I SEE MYSELF GROW.

MY BROTHER AND | WILL TURN MY MOTHER'S SMALL,
HOME-BASED BUSINESS OF MAKING ROTIS INTO AN
ENTERPRISE. ONE DAY, I'LL BE ABLE TO AFFORD A BIG
HOUSE FOR MY FAMILY AND I'LL BUY MY FAVOURITE CAR/

THAT SOUNDS GREAT, ROSHAN/
HOWEVER, T HOPE YOU'RE AWARE
THAT REALISING ONE'S DREAMS
CAN BE FULL OF OBSTACLES.
YOU'LL NEED TO LEARN MANY
NEW THINGS TO SET UP A
SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS.

ROSHAN RELATES HER PROBLEMS. HER NEIGHBOURS AND 1
_ BUSYBODIES ARE ALWAYS MAKING FUN OF HER.

LOOK AT HER! WHY IS
SHE WASTING HER TIME
OVER MAKING ROTIS-WE

DO THAT EVERYDAY,

WHAT'S THE BIG DEAL?

EH..MAYBE SHE IS JUST
WHILING AWAY HER
TIME TILL HER BROTHER
GETS HER MARRIED OFF

SHE IS GOING TO FAIL
BADLY! JUST YOU WAIT

I DON'T CARE WHAT PEOPLE SAY. ROTI MAKING IS SEEN AS
SOME LOWLY WORK. WHAT IF YOU EXPAND IT AND MAKE IT
A PROFITABLE BUSINESS? IF YOU HAVE A DREAM, THEN
YOU MUST HAVE THE COURAGE TO GO AFTER IT.

MY MOTHER MADE ROTIS I HAVE EXPANDED IT TO
FOR THE NEARBY HOUSES. SUPPLY SOME EATERIES &
ORDERS ARE POURING IN,




I KNOW IN ORDER TO GROW I'LL
NEED TO STUDY, LEARN THE
SKILLS TO RAISE CAPITAL,...

RENT A SPACE AND HIRE PEOPLE,
AND I HAVE TO ALSO BE PHYSICALLY
FIT TO HANDLE EVERYTHING.

e\ OF |k ¢

NANRGENENT
R
L =

IT IS NOT EASY. TODAY T HAVE
ENROLLED IN A MANAGEMENT
COURSE. T WOULD LIKE TO TELL

MY NEIGHBOUR AUNTIES-- , -
YES, EVERYONE MAKES ROTIS e
BUT NOT EVERYONE TURNS IT =

INTO A BUSINESS!

HAVING A DREAM IS ONE THING &
REALISING IT QUITE ANOTHER!

YOU TOO CAN DREAM, TAKE A
SMALL STEP AND THEN A LARGER
ONE AND MOVE TOWARDS IT.

GO CHASE IT AND
YOU WILL SURELY
CATCH YOUR DREAM!!

- - -

WGMEN MAKE UP FOR ONLY: 13 76' % OF T‘HE TQI’A}.
EN?‘REPRENEURS IN ITNDIA, WHICH MEANS FHAT OUT -
_OF 58.5 MILLION ENTREPRENEURS, ONLY 8.05:
““MILLION BUSINESSES ARE BEING RUNBY WOMER"

mg ST *ar ALSO Rgvmf :

CREATEB THEIR PLAGE IN MORE MAINSTREAM EUSINESS‘

: AREAS THE .AWENT OF' MfCROFfNANq:E SQLUT!ONS HAVE F!EL‘_ID.S' LIKE MEDIA, BANKING, ?‘ECHNOLOGY_: £TC.

ENCOURAGED THE WOMEN TO ORGAN.-'SE THEMSELVE.S‘ INTO

S BELE-HELL! GROUPS (SHGS) WHEREN THEY SA VESMALﬁ ""*s‘oMg"oPma' NOTABLE mﬁ’zrgommw*
Quwrs;o CONDUCT:: Buswsss‘ss LIKE pAPAofm{fgqq. IND!A ARE--A nwa:-mrr BHATTACHARYA, WHD IS THE-

ITCHING CLOTHES, MAKING AND .S‘t',g"_ YING MEALS ETC, CHA{RPERSON OF STAT’E BANK QF' INDIA, SCHAUNA

CHAUHAN SALUJ& CEO OF PARLE ﬂGRE? CHANDA -
HKOCCHER,.CEQ AND #




REFERENCE LINKS:

HTTPS://THEWIRE.IN/54524/\WOMEN-GRADUATION-
ENROLMENT-LABOUR-FORCE/

HTTP://W\WW.FIRSTPOST.COM/INDIA/UNESCO-47-
MILLION-YOUTH-IN-INDIA-DROP-OUT-OF-SCHOOL-BY-10TH-
STANDARD-2961334.HTML

HTTPS://W\WW.INDIANWEB2.COM/2016/05/10/14-PERCENT-
INDIAN-BUSINESSES-RUN-WOMEN-ENTREPRENEURS/

HTTP://W\WW.GOVERNANCENOW.COM/NEWS/REGULAR-
STORY/FACT-SHEET-WOMEN-ENTREPRENEURS-IN-INDIA

HTTPS://THEWIRE.IN/34430/WOMEN-RUN-14-OF-INDIAN-
BUSINESSES-MOST-SELF-FINANCED/

THIS BOOKLET WAS CONCEPTUALISED AND WRITTEN BY
NANDITA GANDH/ BASED ON THE STORIES OF CHANGE
WHICH EMERGED FROM THE INNOVATIVE EVALUATION TOOL
USED DURING THE MAPPING CHANGE PROJECT.

SINCERE THANKS TO ALL THE GIRLS OF THE 2016 BATCH
WHO SO GENEROUSLY SHARED THEIR LIVES AND STORIES.

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO

o MADHUR! KAMAT FOR SUPERVISING THE PROJECT,

o SUNITA BAGAL AND UJTWALA MHATRE FOR
PROGRAM CO-ORDINATION AND

e THE ADVISORY GROUP OF DR KALYANI TALVELKAR,
DR KETAKI RANADE, SHWETA GHOSH,
AND SUDIPTA DHRUYV FOR THEIR INVALUABLE
SUGGESTIONS.

THE FIRST DRAFT WAS WRITTEN BY V/ISHAKHA GUPTA.
SPECIAL THANKS TO MANJ/MA BHATTACHARYA AND
THE AMERICAN JEWISH WORLD SERVICE, USA FOR
SUPPORTING THE PROJECT.

THE STRIKING COVER AND ILLUSTRATIONS ARE DONE BY
KRUTTIKA SUSARLA FOR THE KADAK COLLECTIVE.
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AKSHARA‘S FOCUS IS ON HALF THE
€ i «»mpmmw OF "IN[DTA 19)°3 we‘s wom—:m AN %
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: . GIRLS; ESPECIALLY THQSE WHQ ARE SOCIALLY | B
* AND ECONOMICALLY UNDERPRIVILEGED AND -
T BEAR THE BRUNTOF thm& o e e i
| _ ~ AKSHARA, A MUMBA! BASED/NON-PROFIT

oo --wcmzwoﬂmmsmmwnwmcmzmv =y
L © N CENTREHAS FOR 22 YEARS BEEN WORKING |
' - I FOR THE EMPQWERMENT OF WOMEN THROUGH ™|
£ DYCATIONAL SCHOFARSHIRS; ﬁ“t:ﬂfB!NG*““" '
~ LIVELIHOOD SKILLS AND UNDERSTANDING ONE'S
SR | GENDER RIGHTS. IN DRDER TO CURB AND . ;
e oemmse - -~ DREVENT-VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMER SO THAT ™
4 ‘ WOMEN CAN LEAD PRODUCTIVE/AND DIGNIFIED [l ~ =
v s LIVES, AKSHARA ENGAGES WITH YOUNG MEN ~ |l
I O NTROSPECT AND WORK TOWARDS GENDER "~
S ¢ EQUALITY ANDTHE STATE TO IMPLEMENT LAwS Il
A 1 . AND PROVIDE SERVICES FGR A SAFE, :
Swts waatcons'suey | RS TNCEUS[VEA:ND “SUSTAINAB‘LE"‘CITY” ioeas
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