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Something’s different! This week marks the fourth installment of a new, experimental initiative: the Dvar
Tzedek Text Study. Periodically over the next several months, our weekly Torah commentary will take this
interactive format. We hope that you'll use our text studies to actively engage with the parshah and
contemporary global justice issues.

Consider using this text study in any of the following ways:

e Learn collectively. Discuss it with friends, family or colleagues. Try using it as a conversation-starter
at your Shabbat table.

o Enrich your own learning. Read it as you would a regular Dvar Tzedek and reflect on the questions
it raises.

e Teach. Use the ideas and reactions it sparks in you as the basis for your own dvar Torah.

Please take a minute to tell us what you think of this experimental format.

Introduction

Parshat Ki Tisa includes one of the most dramatic passages in the Torah—the scene of the Golden Calf.
Moses is concluding his stay on Mount Sinai and has just received the two tablets when God breaks the news
that the Israelites have panicked at his long absence and are worshipping a golden idol. Analyzing Moses’s
response can help us examine what motivates our own choices to speak out or remain silent when faced with

a crisis.
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e Why does God initially ask Moses to “hurry down,” and then declare plans to destroy the people?
What do you think God wants Moses to do?

e The opening of verse 9, “God further said to Moses,” implies a pause in God’s monologue between
verses 8 and 9. Why do you think Moses doesn’t interject at this point?

e What do you make of Moses’s response to God? Do you think Moses should have responded
differently, and if so, how?

e When have you been silent in the face of an important issue, and then decided to speak up? What

changed?
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¢ In Rashi’s understanding of this passage, why does God tell Moses to “let Me be,” in spite of the fact
that Moses has not said anything yet? According to Rashi, why does Moses respond to God when he
does?

e What is the significance of Moses understanding that “the matter is dependent on him”?

e Have you ever felt that an important matter “was dependent” on you? How did you respond?

Just as Moses, in Rashi’s reading of our parshah, did not initially understand the impact of speaking up, many
Americans do not realize the power of their political voices. The Congressional Management Foundation
conducted a survey of Congressional offices to determine what types of communications from their
constituents (i.e. petitions, e-mails, phone calls, visits) influence them most:

Congressional Management Foundation, Perceptions of Citizen Advocacy on Capitol Hill, Key Findings®

Citizens Have More Power Than They Realize. Most of the [Congress Members'] staff surveyed said
constituent visits to the Washington office (97%) and to the district/state office (94%) have 'some’ or ‘a
lot' of influence on an undecided Member, more than any other influence group or strategy. When asked
about strategies directed to their offices back home, staffers said questions at town hall meetings (87%) and
letters to the editor (80%) have 'some’ or ‘a lot' of influence. . . staffers also said postal mail (90%) and
email (88%) would influence an undecided Member of Congress.

¢ Do you find these statistics surprising? If so, how? Do you think most Americans have similar
perceptions of how effective political advocacy can be?

e Does knowing how impactful political advocacy can be make you more likely to engage in it? Does it
change your sense of responsibility to engage in it?

e What issues do you feel passionate about but have felt hesitant to advocate on, and why?

e As Moses needed God to give him an opening, what would you need to make you feel ready to take
on a larger role in advocacy?

Y http://www.congressfoundation.org/projects/communicating-with-congress/perceptions-of-citizen-advocacy-on-capitol-hill
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Conclusion

Moses is ideally placed to advocate to God to save the Israelite people. He has access to and a relationship
with the actor in power and cares deeply about the people being affected. Yet, in Rashi’s understanding,
Moses does not speak up until God invites him to do so. Too often we are like Moses. We wait for an
invitation to become involved, to advocate to our government and abroad for causes we believe in. But
decision makers do not frequently call us to solicit our opinions. And, like Moses, so many important matters
are dependent on us, if only we would make our voices heard.

Click here for a first-hand account of advocacy in action by AJWS Volunteer Summer participant Izzy Parilis
and watch your inbox for more opportunities to take action with AJWS.

Please take a minute to tell us what you think of this experimental format.
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