Section 2: Personal Statements continued

Please offer an interpretation of one of these texts which explains and illuminates the role of social

justice in Jewish life:

Text 1:

Tosefta Baba Metzia, Chapter 11
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Halacha 33: A spring belongs to the residents
of a city, and both they and other people rely
on the spring; the owners take precedence
over the others. Between the others who rely
on the spring and the owners’ animals, the
others take precedence over their animals.
Rabbi Yosi says the owners’ animals take
precedence over the lives of the others.
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Halacha 34: Between owners’ animals and the
animals of others, the owners’ animals take
precedence.
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Halacha 35: Between others and the owners’
washing, the lives of others take precedence
over the owners’ washing. R. Yosi says the
owners’ washing takes precedence over the
lives of others.
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Halacha 36: The owners’ washing and the
washing of others, the owners’ washing takes
precedence over the washing of others.
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Halacha 37: Between the animals of others
and the owners’ washing, the animals of the
others take precedence over the owners’
washing. Between the irrigation system of the
owners and the others’ animals, the owners’
irrigation system takes precedence over the
others’ animals. And everything is accounted
for in the final consideration.
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Text 2:

Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 248:1
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Everyone is obligated to give tzedakah. Even
people supported by tzedakah must contribute
from what they will receive. Anyone who
refuses to give [fzedakah] or who gives less
than what he should give, the court pressures
him until he gives the amount he has been
assessed. The court may confiscate his
possessions and deduct from them an
appropriate amount [for tzedakah]. They may
seize possessions worth the value of the
pledge, even on Friday afternoon.
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